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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Inteliigence
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH: Chairman, National Intelligence Council
FROM: National Intelligence Officer for Strategic Programs
SUBJECT: Soviet Long Range Cruise Missile Programs

1. Within the last vear we have learned a great deal about Soviet
programs for development of long range cruise missiles similar to those the US
is about to deploy. It now appears that the Soviets will begin to deploy sea-
and ground-launched versions begirning in 1984 (as early as 1983) and an ALCM
by 1985. We emphasized these developments in NIE 11-3/8-81, but I believe it
will take months to sink in. The defense community has treated cruise
missiles as a major US technological advantage, essentially a US monopoly.

{In Harold Brown's January 1981 Annual Report to Congress he featured cruise
missiles as a prime example of US technlogical superiority.) From the
evidence on the vitality of the Soviet programs, and the preliminary
characteristics and deployment dates we have assigned to the Soviet systems,
the US advantage has shrunk considerably, although we judge that the Soviet
systems will initially have less range and somewhat poorer accuracy than the
US Tomahawk.

2. 1 believe it is a matter of some urgency that we communicate the
significance of the Soviet cruise missile development program to the defense
and arms control community. The recent NIE 11-3/8-81 does that, and I have
been emphasizing it in my presentations and discussions. I believe it would
be useful for you to discuss the matter at a breakfast meeting with Secretary
Weinberger.

3. Qur technical understanding of Soviet cruise missiles seems to be
adequate, given the limited data available to us. The arms control community
is working on monitoring problems associated with Soviet cruise missiles. Our
shortcomings are in the areas of deployment and force operations. 1 think we
must get some early estimates of the extent of these deployments and the role
of these systems, aspecially the SLCM and GLCM.
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